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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID, WFP, YE 
SUBJ: WFP/YAR 

ROME FOR FODAG 

REF: A. SANAA 1935 B. ROME 14047 C. STATE 248765 

1. DESPITE PROSPECTIVE ASSIGNEMTN OF A NEW WFP DIRECTOR 
FOR YAR, WE REMAIN CONCERNED TO PREVENT PRESENT WFP 
DIRECTOR, TAHIR, FROM HAVING ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
DISTRIBUTION OF 5,400 MT U.S. WHEAT DONATION. 

REGARDLESS OF WFP'S OFFICIAL POSITION THAT "THERE IS 

NO PROOF OF HIS DIRECT INVOLVEMENT" IN EARLIER DIVERSIONS 
OF NON-U. S. COMMODITIES, WE ARE AWARE THAT WFP INTERNALLY 
CONSIDERS THERE NOT THE SLIGHTEST DOUBT OF TAHIR S COMPLICITY. 
AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, WFP CONSIDERES IT DOES NOT HAVE 
PROOF TO BACK UP FORMAL CHARGE. ITS PREFERRED 
BUREAUCRATIC TACTIC IS INSTEAD TO OFFER TAHIR 
DEMOTION/TRANSFER TO A DEPUTY DIRECTOR POSITION 
ELSEWHERE IN HOPE HE WILL TAKE THE HINT AND 
REFUSE. 

2. BECAUSE OF OUR CONCERN, WE HAVE DISCUSSED SITUATION 
WITH UNDP REPRESENTATIVE KOUWENHOVEN. KOUWENHOVEN IS 
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HAS CONSISTENTLY BEEN RELUCTANT TO ADMIT THERE WAS ANYTHING 
WRONG IN WFP OPERATION UNDER HIS AEGIS. HOWEVER, HE 
TOOK OUR OBLIQUE POINT AND HAS AGREED (A) WORK FOR EARLIEST 
ARRIVAL OF REPLACEMENT DIRECTOR, (B) PLACE NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH YARG RELATING DISTRIBUTION ENTIRELY IN HANDS OF 
NEW DIRECTOR, (C) EXCLUDE TAHIR FROM ANY ROLE REGARD- 
ING US DONATION ON GROUNDS THAT SINCE PROGRAM WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED BY HIS SUCCESSOR HE SHOULD ALSO HANDLE 
INITIAL NEGOTIATIONS, (D) KEEP US CLOSELY INFORMED OF 
DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS AGREED WITH YARG. 

GIVEN THESE UNDERSTANDINGS, WE CONSIDER ACTION OF 
WFP/ROME ADEQUATE TO PREVENT ABUSE IN USE OF US 
DONATION. IT REMAINS BADLY NEEDED BY YAR. WE HOPE 
FODAG WILL KEEP PRESSURE ON FOR QUICK ARRIVAL 
OF NEW WFP DIRECTOR. 

CRAWFORD 
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